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Mission Statement
The mission of the Sebastian Ferrero Foundation is to advocate and fundraise 

for a full service, state-of-the-art children’s hospital in Gainesville, Florida 

while promoting excellence in patient safety and insuring that all families are 

treated with compassion, courtesy and dignity.

What
The Sebastian Ferrero Foundation’s annual fundraising event Noche de Gala 

is quickly becoming the most anticipated and exciting event in our area.  

Following last year’s sold-out Gala of over 700 guests, this year’s Noche 

de Gala promises to be an evening packed with live entertainment, silent 

auctions featuring unique and extraordinary items, a Champion Paso Fino 

horse show, live cigar rolling, exquisite dining and much more! The theme 

of Noche de Gala 2009 is Venetian Masquerade ball. Guests are encouraged to 

dress black tie and masks are optional. 

Dr. Doug and Macky Barrett will chair this year’s Noche de Gala event. 

Where
Noche de Gala 2009 will be held at the spectacular 642-acre Besilu Collection 

in Micanopy, Florida.

When
Saturday, October 3, 2009

7pm - 12am 



Dear Friends, 

Thank you for the overwhelming community support we have received since creating the Sebastian 
Ferrero Foundation in honor of our son, Sebastian, who died at age 3 from a series of medical errors. 
Since that time, we have made a great deal of progress towards our vision of creating a children’s 
hospital in Gainesville and improving patient safety for all children. 

Over the past year, we have had the opportunity to meet with hundreds of parents and promote 
patient safety activities at more than a dozen community events. 

Through our advocacy, the Condition “H” program is now in place at Shands Hospital. Condition “H” 
is a program that enables family members to activate a rapid response team to address the care of a 
patient if a family member feels their patient’s condition is deteriorating and not receiving adequate 
medical attention.  

Recently, the Sebastian Ferrero Foundation provided the leadership to coalesce a group of 
organizations to advocate for improved pediatric emergency care for children at Shands Hospital. 
The Sebastian Ferrero Foundation, along with Stop! Children’s Cancer, Tyler’s Hope, Climb for Cancer 
Foundation and the local March of Dimes chapter, has pledged to work with Shands to ensure that a 
quality system of pediatric emergency care is established at the new Shands Emergency Room. 
This new facility will have separate pediatric waiting and treatment areas. 

Most significantly, the Sebastian Ferrero Foundation has been successful in securing Shands Hospital 
as a partner to conduct a feasibility study assessing the pediatric needs of our community for the 
establishment of a children’s hospital. This is a significant step towards our vision of creating the 
highest quality of medical care for children in our community. 

We do, however, continue to need your support. All of these activities require resources to ensure 
patient safety and care for our children. To ensure our ability to sustain and grow these initiatives, 
please consider becoming a sponsor of Noche de Gala 2009 so our efforts result in preventing other 
families from living through an unnecessary tragedy like Sebastian’s. To maximize the impact of your 
contribution, we have committed to continue matching all funds raised through this gala. 

Thank you for helping us keep the memory of Sebastian alive, as we work together to improve the 
quality of medical care for children in our community. 

With deepest appreciation of your support, 

Horst and Luisa Ferrero

	       fromHorst & Luisa Ferrero
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“Sebastian was a healthy boy.
The test he was given was supposed 
to be safe. I know if he had  been 
treated in a facility designed for 
children, by people who dealt only 
with children, he would still be 
with me today.”

-Luisa Ferrero
Sebastian’s Mom



May 2009

Sebastian Ferrero was a healthy and happy three-year-old child whose life was lost 

as a result of a series of preventable medical errors. The Sebastian Ferrero Foundation 

was formed to promote the safest and highest quality medical care for our children, 

and to establish a world-class health care facility for children here 

in Gainesville.

More than 150 local Pediatricians and Pediatric Specialists, community leaders and 

parents have united with many others from Shands HealthCare and the University of 

Florida to support this mission.

We are proud to serve as Event Chairs for the 2009 Noche de Gala (a Night of 

Celebration) to benefit the Sebastian Ferrero Foundation to be held on October 3, 2009 

on the beautiful grounds of Besilu Collection. We ask you to join us as a sponsor for an evening of elegance 

and fun. Your support will help advance the efforts of the Foundation to create a world-class Children’s 

Hospital and maximize our initiatives to ensure patient safety. Nothing we do could have a greater impact on 

the future of our children.

Enclosed please find information about the Foundation and Noche de Gala sponsorship levels and benefits.   

Sponsors will be recognized in advertising, media, signage, event promotional materials and public service 

announcements. Horst and Luisa Ferrero have generously committed to match all sponsor contributions for 

the Noche de Gala!

Please become a Noche de Gala sponsor today by contacting Lesley Cox at the Sebastian Ferrero Foundation, at 

352-333-2579 or visit www.nochedegala.org

Thank you for taking the time to learn about the Foundation and helping us honor Sebastian’s memory. We 

look forward to working together to make patient safety a priority and a full-service Children’s Hospital a 

reality for our community.

Doug and Macky Barrett

Venezia
Presenting Sponsor

$100,000

Palazzo Sponsor
$50,000

Piazza San Marco Sponsor
$25,000

Gran Canale Sponsor
$15,000

Castello Sponsor
$10,000

Murano Sponsor
$5,000

Rialto Sponsor
$2,000

Gondola Sponsor
$1,000

2009 Noche de Gala
Sponsorship Opportunities 	       fromDr. Doug & Macky Barrett
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Besilu Collection, located in Micanopy, FL, is a spectacular 642-acre farm home to a 

dynasty of Paso Fino Champions. The sprawling estate is entirely fenced and cross-

fenced in five-rail black board fencing, traditional for Ocala horse breeding farms. 

The farm contains five residences and eight barns, with the ability to stall over 120 

horses. It was originally built as a thoroughbred breeding and training facility with 

a large racetrack and synthetic dirt surface. Noche de Gala will be held adjacent to an 

extraordinary three-barn complex that once housed thoroughbred breeding stallions. 



Presenting Sponsor- $100,000

Venezia Presenting Sponsor Chalet experience for 60 personal guests: 
The Presenting Sponsor Chalet is located right in the heart of the 
excitement. The Chalet package is an exceptional venue to celebrate 
with family and friends. For businesses, it is also an investment in 
your brand, your business, your most valued clients, prospects, and 
employees. Your Chalet includes access to your private chalet prior to 
the event for an exclusive pre-event cocktail party for your invited 60 
guests. Founders Horst and Luisa Ferrero and event chairs Dr. & Mrs. 
Barrett will address your cocktail party to personally thank your guests 
for attending. 

Presenting Sponsor Chalet decor package includes:

- Lounge area with sofa, chairs and tables to accommodate 60 guests

- 1 flat panel television with live feed to the event

- Wireless internet access

- Hors’ dourves and beverage service 

- Floral arrangements

- Exterior signage with company name 

Public relations package to include:

- Recognition as the presenting sponsor on all news releases 
	 for Noche de Gala

- A personalized statewide news release via PRNewswire. The news 
	 release about your company and involvement with the Sebastian  
	 Ferrero Foundation will be submitted to every major media  
	 outlet across the state of Florida, as well as delivered to more   
	 than 5,000 web sites, databases and online services, including  
	 the NEWS sections of the world’s leading online news  
	 portals such as AOL News, Yahoo! News/Politics, etc. 

- Your company will host Media Day, where 	members of the local 
	 news media will be escorted via private coach to tour the venue of 
	 this year’s Noche de Gala.

• Venezia Presenting Sponsor Chalet experience for 60 personal guests

• 6 Tables of 10 with premiere seating at the main tent 

• Limousine service for 60 people to and from event
	 (maximum 6 pick up points)

• On-stage recognition and speaking opportunity at the event

• Presenting sponsorship recognition at event

• Presenting sponsorship recognition in all media announcements,
	 TV, radio and print

• Your company logo will appear on over 100,000 Domino’s Pizza 
	 box tops leading up to the event

• Public relations package

• Your logo and website will be linked to www.NocheDeGala.org, 
	 at a premium location

•	Presenting sponsorship recognition on program cover

•	Back cover page, full color ad in event program

•	Recognition benefits as a member of the Sebastian Ferrero 
	 Foundation Major Donor Society

•	Premium commemorative gift 

•	Hand-rolled cigars from the cigar rolling station will bear your 
	 company name or logo

•	Silent Auction preview with advanced bidding



Sponsor- $50,000

Palazzo Sponsor Chalet experience for 40 personal guests: Palazzo 
Chalet package includes access to your private chalet prior to the event 
for an exclusive pre-event cocktail party for your invited 40 guests. 
The Chalet package is an exceptional venue to celebrate with family 
and friends. For businesses, it is also an investment in your brand, your 
business, your most valued clients, prospects, and employees. Founders 
Horst and Luisa Ferrero and event chairs Dr. & Mrs. Barrett will address 
your cocktail party to personally thank your guests for attending.

Palazzo Chalet decor package includes:

-	Lounge area with sofa, chairs and tables to accommodate 40 guests

-	Hors’ dourves and beverage service 

-	Floral arrangements

-	Exterior signage with company name 

Public relations package to include:

- A personalized statewide news release via PRNewswire. The news 
	 release about your company and involvement with the Sebastian  
	 Ferrero Foundation will be submitted to every major media  
	 outlet across the state of Florida, as well as delivered to more   
	 than 5,000 web sites, databases and online services, including  
	 the NEWS sections of the world’s leading online news  
	 portals such as AOL News, Yahoo! News/Politics, etc. 

- 4 passes to Media Day, where you and members of 	the local news 
	 media will be escorted via private coach to tour the venue of this  
	 year’s Noche de Gala.

•	Palazzo Sponsor Chalet experience for 40 personal guests 

•	4 Tables of 10 with preferred seating at the main tent 

•	Limousine service for 40 people to and from event
	 (maximum 4 pick up points)

•	Sponsorship recognition in all media announcements, TV, radio
	 and print

• Your logo and website will be linked to www.NocheDeGala.org, 
	 at a premium location

•	Public relations package

•	On-stage recognition at event

•	Sponsorship recognition at event and in event program

•	Full page, premium position, full color ad in event program

• Your company logo will appear on over 100,000 Domino’s Pizza 
	 box tops leading up to the event

•	Premium commemorative gift 

•	Silent Auction preview with advanced bidding



Sponsor- $25,000 Sponsor- $15,000
•	Piazza San Marco Chalet experience for 30 guests
	 (Private cocktail reception in the shared Piazza San Marco Sponsor Chalet)

•	3 Tables of 10 with Preferred seating at the main tent 

•	Limousine service for 30 people to and from event 
	 (maximum 3 pick up points)

•	Sponsorship recognition in all media announcements, TV, radio 
	 and print

•	Your logo and website will be linked to www.NocheDeGala.org, 
	 at a premium location 

•	On-stage recognition at event

•	Sponsorship recognition at event and in event program

•	Your company logo will appear on over 100,000 Domino’s box tops  
	 leading up to the event

•	Full page, premium position, full color ad in event program

•	Premium commemorative gift

•	Silent Auction preview with advanced bidding

Piazza San Marco Chalet experience for 30 guests in the shared 
Piazza San Marco Chalet. The Chalet package is an exceptional venue 
to celebrate with family and friends. For businesses, it is also an 
investment in your brand, your business, your most valued clients, 
prospects, and employees. Founders Horst and Luisa Ferrero and event 
chairs Dr. & Mrs. Barrett will address the combined Pizza San Marco 
cocktail party to personally thank your guests for attending. 

Public relations package to include:

- A personalized statewide news release via PRNewswire. The news  
	 release about your company and involvement with the Sebastian  
	 Ferrero Foundation will be submitted to every major media outlet  
	 across the state of Florida, as well as delivered to more than 5,000  
	 web sites, databases and online services, including the NEWS  
	 sections of the world’s leading online news portals such as AOL  
	 News, Yahoo! News/Politics, etc.

-	2 passes to Media Day, where you and members of the local news 
	 media will be escorted via private coach to tour the venue of this 
	 year’s Noche de Gala.

•	3 Tables of 10 with Preferred seating at the main tent

•	Limousine service for 30 people to and from event 
	 (maximum 3 pick up points)

•	Sponsorship recognition in all media announcements, TV, radio 
	 and print

•	Your logo and website will be linked at www.NocheDeGala.org

•	Public relations package to include:

	 - 2 passes to Media Day, where you and members of 
		  the local news media will be escorted via private coach to tour the  
		  venue of this year’s Noche de Gala.

•	On-stage recognition at event

•	Sponsorship recognition at event and in event program

•	Your company logo will appear on over 100,000 Domino’s box tops  
	 leading up to the event

•	Full page, full color ad in event program

•	Premium commemorative gift 



Sponsor- $10,000

Sponsor- $5,000

Sponsor- $2,000

Sponsor- $1,000

•	 2 Tables of 10

• Premiere transportation from Gainesville or Ocala for 20 

• Sponsorship recognition in all media announcements, TV, radio  
	 and print

• Link to website www.NocheDeGala.org

•	Public relations package to include:

- 2 passes to Media Day, where you and members of  
	 the local news media will be escorted via private coach to tour the 	 
	 venue of this year’s Noche de Gala.

•	On-stage recognition at event

•	Sponsorship recognition at event and in event program

•	Half page ad in event program

•	Your company logo will appear on over 100,000 Domino’s box tops  
	 leading up to the event

•	Premium commemorative gift

•	1 Table of 10

•	Premiere transportation from Gainesville or Ocala for 10 

•	Sponsorship recognition in various advertisements 

•	Sponsorship recognition at event and in event program

•	Your logo and website will be linked at www.NocheDeGala.org

•	Quarter page ad in event program

•	Special commemorative gift 

• 4 Seats at event

• Sponsorship recognition in various advertisements

• Sponsorship recognition at event and in event program

• Your logo and website will be linked at www.NocheDeGala.org

• Your name or the name of your business printed in the event program

• Special commemorative gift

• 2 Seats at event

• Your name or the name of your business printed in the event program

• Your logo and website will be linked at www.NocheDeGala.org

• Special commemorative gift



Event Chairs:
Barry and Susannne Bullard

Honorary Event Chairs:
Silvia and Benjamin Leon, Jr.

Flamenco Sponsors:
Charles Perry Construction

Tango Sponsors:
Barry Bullard Homes
Cox Media
Tioga Realty
Tioga Town Center
Tower Hill Insurance
UF Children’s Surgical Specialists

Mambo Sponsors:
Department of Pediatrics at UF College of Medicine
Dr. Jorge and Kitty Barquet
Drs. Bill and Marci Slayton
Frankel Media Group
International Paso Horse Federation
Keith Watson Productions
North Central Florida Business Report
Ponikvar & Associates, Inc.
Richard Allen & Susan Mastin Maytree Foundation
Ron Sachs Communications
Tioga Dental Associates

Salsa Sponsors:
Absolute Perfection Limousine Service LLC
Alliance Pediatrics
Bertie Heating and Air Conditioning
Capital City Bank
Cardinal Health/Sellers Family
Congenital Heart Center at UF
Dr. Doug & Macky Barrett
Dr. Jackson and Layne Sasser
Dr. Mark and Jennifer Bleiweis
Dr. Richard A. Parent, DDS, PA
Drs. Backus, Collins, Dunbar, Haller, Lossius
Gainesville Pediatric Associates

Salsa Sponsors cont.
Galopando TV
Gator Dominos Pizza
Healthy Steps Pediatrics
Koss Olinger Financial Group
La La Boutique and The Orthopaedic Institute
RBC Bank
STOP! Children’s Cancer, Inc.
Sun Country Sports Center
Ted & Liz Spiker
Tower Dental Associates
The Prince & Reinhart Families
Wachovia Wealth Management
Worthington Pediatrics

Bossa Nova Sponsors:
Campus USA Credit Union
Gainesville Today
Jeff & Angel James
Kids Doc Pediatrics
Mi Apa Latin Cafe
Liquor & Wine Shoppe at Jonesville
Patrice Boyes, Esq. & Kay Mitchell
Picasso Pavers
Stairmasterz, Inc.
The Suburban Chronicle
The Village Journal Magazine
Travelhost of North Central Florida
WG Johnson and Son

Bolero Sponsors:
Abacus Learning Center
Advantage Publishing, Inc.
Avera & Smith, LLC
Comfort Temp Company, Inc.
Douglas M. Adel, DDS, PA
Dr. David and Geraldine Weinstein
Drs. Juan and Judy Cendan
Forest Meadows Funeral and Cemeteries, Inc.
Go Gator Green
Jonathan and LaVonne Rembert
Kid Works

to all of our 2008 Sponsors





www.NocheDeGala.org
352-333-2579

info@SebastianFerrero.org
105 SW 128th Street, Suite 200 • Tioga, Florida 32669

Sebastian Ferrero Foundation
Board of Directors

Mr. Richard R. Allen • Dr. Douglas J. Barrett • Dr. Mark Bleiweis • Ms. Patrice Boyes, Esq.
Dr. Richard L. Bucciarelli • Mrs. Susanne Wilson Bullard, Esq. • Dr. Nicholas Cassisi • Ms. Marcia Davis, Esq. 

Mr. Luis Diaz • Mr. Miguel J. Diaz • Mr. Horst Ferrero, Esq. • Mrs. Luisa Cannella Ferrero
Dr. Howard Freeman • Mrs. DeeJay Hellrung • Dr. David Kays • Mr. Benjamin León, Jr.

Mr. Gilbert A. Levy • Mr. Storm Roberts • Dr. Arlan Rosenbloom • Dr. Jackson Sasser • Dr. Marci Slayton 
Mr. Rod Smith, Esq. • Dr. Benjamin Victorica • Mr. Freddie Wehbe

Designed & Donated by:

Event Produced by:


